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Tothe Reader: 
Diſcourſe vf -the "Thief -and 
Preacher, B. "might be Defut ro 
himaer the farther; fpreading of 
thezr wicked Cpiopar, peed 
| ore of a formal Tranlſlat 
bd 7 AL wray Fhal do 
phha?. 7:/uppoſe wt, ve were far 
pugabdtiantage, \Ni + FE; 
 14::1:wrf Eiiboricoty- repre- 
. fent. the-Thiefs Arguments, | and 
. . abe Preachers. Anſwers... - $ | 
- v2, \Fwiff\ſhewtbatthe Preach» | 
* ers Auſweriare nbt fuſtcient\ to. 
| Bring the Thief fromthe Impiety 
| which he bad dived in, *.... 
bh $3.36 # will f 0- give 
"ſab: an account ofthe: Diruine. 
Henages wndy _ prowl i 
- 007067 wig pov ckhack- 


this 1 ſhall exdegvueur to do theſe 
» 4 WS: « * Fs. 


"I © 44S _<_. 
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2 
T6 the Reader: 
Firſt, By proving that amnab- 
ſolute, a bo = unconditir 
onal DNecres,\#-. inconſiſtent. ach 
the Divine Goodweſs. -. '.' 
2dly, By ſheming that ſuch a 
Decree would deſtroy. af true 
Prety. 
| 7 bis Method I am ireliw'd to 
! rake for theſe two Reaſavs. 1. * 
[ Firſ. becauſe the miſchief of 
the Thijefs Net ions m br. farther 
- extend its ſelf, if he was ” 
, wade to ſpeak Evgliſh: 4 
f Secondly, becauſe 1 have beer: - 
| inform. 'd that the-Fur Predeſtiy 
p natus hath been already'T ran/Itr- 
e red, but whether it bath or #0, 
£ this Method. I hope wil/ matethe » 
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To theReadrr. 
-7bs"oh6 Dvflrine if aw bes 
1s;  #bſolate and unconditional 
penn 
| and the according to theſe Calvii 
DIR PPinchpies) 4 Mai calmer 
Je ronverttd, ab/#his mayer. | 
cuſe the great Impietyof his'Life, 


by wit grgaber y of ba i 
Faith ;" wowitbfindiay the Blaſs 


Ph cuny of Fh2 Dolivine,ehort\are 

. wary beffudes" the "Pheather and. | 

' - the Thief, who have adoptce theſe 
Prixciples tntoth6if Religion av 

Creed. Therefore ty e's Hpre- 

wine 2Þ6 farther "fr 'of 

rhem, 7 ' aft tro AN RE £ 

; fame” ReffetTioni upon the" Thiefs 

Arguments, aud the Preachers. s 
Avſwers'; 1h wo interrupted 

| Series of Bloſphemy, wwight with 

au wnwary Reader make theſe Do- 


- #fines paſs tir good Divinity. The 
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To the:Reader. 

The vileneſs of the Dodtrine 
hath met with Men wile enough 
ro defend it, and therefore I have 
endeavour d to expoſe it, that we 
may not be forced to feel its evil 
Efedts, which that we may not, 
s the prayer of him who is kind 


þ Reader, 


Your SerYant. 


Roſhcibns an 
" betibren.. Fg 


By nx ark Yo 


(ro) 
nother World, as he had already 


| o_ which that ne might know, 

| be or twat < 

WF; good Evening Fo You Joung 
_ So How do you live ? 

<1 Po whit Queſtion: th. ThibY 

. That he bad liy'd as it 

Coll, "who works" all 


TN \ 3 aſh the pleaſure- 


cerning bim, ol, in tine. Foe 


E217 ny 


Prubs! 


_— tho 
—_— fee ans 


| done in this; the Preacher cnquires: 
| inta the State. and Condition of his 


of bis own will, to determine con-. 


——__—— 


— WmrH Bn mmnmcem Ac... 
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___ 


CivJ 

[Towhicltthe - "lf that 

he-bnew no# wh rhe Prenaches 
DAMferP out 


SPondlcd FP b44 
Hntes; - bo aufe "We 
did wot Byow but- that th" be bnd- 
nos long #6 tive in the World,” "Je" 
that be night by an#bſolnte immu , 
table” and wreonfitional Petrie bet 
' Pi# #0-the erevagh Joby 
of o ev *s | 
oe R may the” 
Thief giving himſelf: mor he | 
ding- his wicked Life Y''a-v & 


raQter; 'ahd inſtcad-of-deplor 
bis-gomol __ b HB ; 


ſets Hrs. met concern vir! 
or his" {ſent 
tha rg 


En) 
By  noF: bers he 0 either for 
ite, or-the: 


' þss, 


- now. {6+ .have been proyi-.. 
ded for; ' becauſe. his -aboad, was to- 
#: ſhort: 'in; thas 51- yet here. © 
| is.n0.leaſe af Serrow. iy the. Thief, - 
> BOT DOR tions 40RE - 
fromthe Preacher, but as if.-he came 
E rather toiſtcues the Thief in his Sins 
| . than to bring hin frons them the: 
| Preacher, Brants: thaz the Thief bad. 
| lived acconding to God 541i H;wphich- 
| ene-poftuliinm. anH ns IH nk; 
* mgte pawerhyt to-keep;the, Thief in -. 
| -his-Sits;;than: any- Aeon the- 
| Preacher / could: fay to-diflwade him; 


F Cw te 2 agroreling: joan, ; 
q8te niy the beſh | 


|- 7idiis, 
| only. in'reference-to t 
Ln. Advantage-of it; : 

oo (God:is the role ls $5") 
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thoy! rake et l, __ 
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(13) 
ture fo petfeftly Good-that he neT - 
ther-doth -ner can Will that which: 
is\Evil, and. therefore the T titef did: 
v6 leſs falllythan blaſphemouſly:Af- 
frm that he had liv'd according to- 
God's will; This impious affertion- 
of the Thief tbat hs had lived ac» 
eargiug ta Gods HI would (if rights: - 
ly, conhder'd) hays been as. Infignifi- 
eant-as it was Impious; is through: 
the ' Preachers Impious Comleffiomn”- 
become 1nanſwerable ; * for-to grant: 
that. the Thief wee : the+ 
Evils which- he had done;:ba# lived” 
accorning toiGed's Wild, was but in 
effe(t-to applaud him-for bis Villa: 
nies, to-cammend him for his Viees, + 
and to encourage him te be damn'd-:; 
Wherezs if he had tokd the Thief thas- 
tbat/be did. miſerably deecive himfelF? 
to-think, that he {ived: dopording to; 


£4 mull; whilſt; he: violate his: - 


Commandments; one 'of which:ivas;” 
3h 70: 


wad. 


- dy - 
”s " ; & £ - « - > 4 
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| dangerous ſuppeſition, -1h4t he did 
 God's-will whilſt: he ſinned” again 
| him, for that ir was imp:Mible'for 


: 
1 
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God had 'threatned the !lof5 of the 

om:of ' Heaven, "which he:ne3 

Yer - to _— who: mere, 
= xare always Trappy it his 

Ny which fe by 6 tobe; 

ey caibropene of his Sins, forthat- 

it was : not "only a falſs but i>-@ 


ﬀ& 


him to do God's Wi, when he-hads 
in- ſo many. Lnſtances violated - his 


' Laws:3- to the violation"! of - which« 


Eaws,; God” had -thraitned and (in- 
Bifted too fo many-puniſhments even- 
this Life, that he.conld not but ad- 
mire that notwithſtanding the Prin- 
ciples he had imbibed; his Sins did: 
n6t- ſometimes ſirunealic on his:Con-/ 
"in His#'Me-/ 
\@ with Inft him" 
<oule! not'hut make him 
es he his" WIL Peincd- 
" fhonl4'8: Hitrt.: 
» World had hits! 


2 © 4, Sc BG Are Adin dd at Ae 


-efs that at at laſt jat be ſhould not anly 


| Atm fare. the -- 


(T5 ) 
1-Tho”''the F hief-did: believe rbut- 
he bad lived  according- to God's. 
Will,  and- the. Preacher did/ grant 
that 'be bad, yetto me it ſeems its 
polhble that he ſhould not ktaw that: 

eh vo violation of Gods. Law, ' he: 
did tfary-to-his #411. Unz 


looſe' his Conſcience, but alſo his. 
Senfe and Reaſon too, and ſeat one 
become ſo extravagantly fooliſh and. 
wicked,- -as to: ſuppoſe God. ta be 
aQually awwell: as iſſiyely the: 
Cauſzof Evil ; falſely dee eeming the 
Aimighty to be no lefs the Authots 
of: our Sins than Life :  And*thatir* 
was equayy plcaling to him whether" 
we lead; innocent- or vitieus lives ;" ; 
thus-as foine Mon take! theje-Faith/ 
from' their. Sits, to theſe take thels: 
Sits fram their Faith: 1195! 7:14! » 
This belief makes the'Thief'f fon 
2s: Ly of his State and 
dition,"a34f he had.not dome ani 


pou 
A ler 


; (2E) 
fwer doth not tend to bring him Fom- 


' Decrees; for the Preacher having 
Once eranted. that' the Thief "had 
lived. according ts God's Will, _ 
thereby make uſcleſs and” rend 

effeCtual. all his. after Exbo bn 


| For *tis to no purpoſo ts ſwade 
that, Man to live holily who is al- 
"ready afſured that be lives Sn 


| only that which is. Good, as both 
Reaſon/and/Religion  do- oblige us 
e,: then; to. diſwade a Man. 


to. 
from doing. of. God's Wi, would be 


yon be a Sin; and enemight juſt- 


ings-of a Fiend,. and-..0 


bis: Evil Sentiments, | of the Divine- 


£2 Gods will; for if God deth-Wilk _ 


—_ 


# 


fo far: from -being a duty, that it: - 
ofe-all ſuch-diſwaſions to oe 
Ka | 
ong ſent "Io ho egy % aa: | 
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(17) 
kde, 'if *Cod _ __ which'is E- 
vil, how can he be A 
us for the doing of that which' him- 
felf hath oblig'd us/to do 2 - Sothat 
this conceſfion was as | diſhonourabls . 
' to: God? 7as it was defiruttive tothe 
Thief;and may'more juſttybe thought» - 
a perverting of the Goſpel,” than'i& + 
can be. a Preaching of it. - © 4977+ 7 

Had:the' Thief indeed Hued acs: 
eording#0 | God's 'Command,;'' the 

Preathers pity would have been as 
uſeleſs as his Arguments ;' and ner 
ther the Thiefs being in Chains -or- 
ſhortly. to dye ought to have been 2. 
—_— either to- the Faye C 

| ; of atiy other Spectator-of 
his Death; fir? that if he-had- dyed 
according v0/Gods ih," be: muſt 
havebeen a' Martyr, "which would: 
have been a great joy: to. think that- - 
he was by Sufferings to be-tormented 
to Death, to-dyc inte eternal Life; 
that-at the . Reſurrettion | he: might _/ 
riſe with the more henour, apd wy 


thoke, whoſe in this 
Life; yet by: thoſe: whoſe Falth-hacb 
enthled' ther! ta-- look -beyand the 
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times of 
row 


em and Holp; thah cither to; 
Herve themſelvs icr-10! taichi others 
that to live wickedly was to-rto-this 
wWiFf Got, thete was thienino! 


iſto teach," or fot - 
to-believe;/'>- 15111 
nav ary 


| pair Cata rf dorde that 
|. roo:many- Books as well”: — 
to'patroniae) ani (defend iDeven, ti 
this »0t e316 163 emp v9rl! 
> Lcarinot/but:ademirt that Man 
ſhould beſo: fond ag\to think! 


Hove bee ge note 


| Power of Mari can teverſe' it, 'nor 
any religious Duty do thar May any 
ns: who is: theſe"Decrecs as 
—_— 


ent ee. wl. ace... i a 


lad = > — Treks 


s- LY vu TY m7 


Se 0 a» ad 7 OMP. 3 i +, a DO. TP oY 


Ta). 
World, -deth-1 g his 
d:worke ' Life 


> rg po Hoes werent the 
tO 

Preachers gridht;: that'be bad/Tived 
according 16. 60@'s Will, and there- 
fore tho *He-baſeneſs of the Puniſh- 
ment which he 7: ſuſſered for the 2 


Crimes; and tho” be-rigtte Gally* Jos 


NT er, 
im; the loſs 

expett that the 46 of -his Life 

ot —_ hh t' of his 14: 


t» God®s- Fill do ſo 
ing ve rnd 9 2offerings, _ | 


he ſhews o+concern 'cither;for his 


ſt or future Intereſt, "but ſees? 
CTY Sorhaicke cer . 
or ; IYER. 
. \"He'thedfore) "Preagtiery 
to kyiow how: he had \lived,g 
(hat he mighe'® 5 better 'know how: 
© dvedt his /anddeable' 


44 91 - 


efhis Life 
Thot from 


ag, and iip 7 to 

whereoto: done, th Moe | | 
Unixerbty, was. the 
Frankford 96s 82am; 
Gladiators. and Drinka 


del | 
ray, AS Lei 
af #hem be- 


s He 


'4 
: 


S4EICECoES 


- 
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THT 


3). 
and Dirunkards» 
than Here tanks: wo ng recei- 
bis Parents bleſſng be: goes 0 
Frankford, where be png, 
hat rhe ———_ A he Har 


that ahap lived hertyin ers 
Sobriety 5A _ Place, och ay 
preuatl t0.50 'W 

the..Sobreety of \'#he pars Fans; 
but. are af my reartag Irarnt it 


wa nk Yorks exmeongen FA 
row 4 wssſo is 
nip 


rw pm oem 4: Pleafars ad 
| 37h ap Fog 


T4) 

- Tn:Bxe bis Debanchees were tod. 
frequently: :uF&ed; an'too publickly 
rommit ted to'be long conceaPd from 
his: Parents, whoſe concern for 
their nt weifare, pp them 
ny inquiſitive into bis Conver 
_ fation;: xs #1 itbat his cha : 
- "of Plare\bad made nont inbis Life 

they therefare de i 450) to ſerid 
bim to'Geneva,; leaſt by rea- 
'ſon of his Ficeshe be unwil- 
ling 0: \go;'\they threaten to allow 
uo Maintenance uuleſs be would 
ltverthere,: hoping thae. the . boly- 
neſs. of- the. would prevail 
with: their. Foxx to imitate #be 
Sanffity of "NNPER 
2 Bhs Parents bavin been bold. by 

the: Preacher that" \ Was. 2. 
Holy: Place,.: whire:: Wice. \is fo fer 
fond being cllemed, that. Dancing 


bidden 3 hare, 15 
\ a a.Place fo. be 


Holy, Mdrdalegs! 
Barents: (bring Smpoſed only. by the 


Rretbat)uhelieua fp! 
Mm | would 


(2) 

woah pool Gia [Ib+ ny 

Sam"? be Fuſe of 02" 

bbpeng *b2 "wr of How brtomns Ho 7 | 

exe mpley for Piety," than toer F 

had beeu F187 arm ' 

Paretits Vheyefore with re 

Jenr Bin FRbre; whone" be ws Ml 

admes but bet MeeEs #9HÞ mew Hncitt} 

mens to bis former Impiety. viz: 

with a Land-li 6 as Lernf7 by and 

poker Fr whoſe ſeeming 
as eh FOrDi4 B75" fel4 CA 

dififes\4;* 
Veor "and tho by of 


rem the 
NT dr ber fem 4 Hed 


Cn, ps by 


) 
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(26) 
4s $68{ouſly\ 't4-rhe Church as be 
#id, formenly (tg; the. Tavern,: be 
hears Sermans and the better to br 
' #aken notices. off, be ſits under the 
Pulpit , with a great Bible, fetching 
all the proofs. which mere cited hy 
the Preatber, from which pete nde# 
fan#ity, baying gain'd. efteem; che 
lays afide. the; Perfon of a $8imt, 
to aft that of a noble Mar, Weds 
Ting 4. Sword and kyepinggs Sor- 
vant, who ſerved - rg, 


capacity thor of ;: 
eg he 
Man's 4pp appr, 1 fo. 
wich means tbe 
Wy wie oe 
f & ſing ing, rhe one 


4D Be hk > 0hoo a, jw 
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Foie ard, were Too many to be 
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as great mh ears 
mitted, thebravery To! 
made- them as bs 65 as ow 
Evils they had done, WO did: by 
their: Feaſting, Dancing, and other 
Pleaſures render 'the -Priſon. fo de; 
Rhefal that-it. became-a: place of 
ure, - rather than-.puaiſhunent, 
for ſuch extravagancies. were .cven, 
here ated, thatthe-Criminals dd in 
@Mmanner. exp;ate ther; Crimes: with 
as-muglt pleafurg as, they,did commis 
\ Dancing; exen. to-the (hakir 'S 
; f-che-cheams;. ,-0d th's: th. y. di 
white they 'were in Friſon, + a-1cvy, 
bc B 3. pleatant, 


— 


n of Offender took away 
the Scandal of the Offence; the Con. 
ſits _Prenchets and 'ehicf CR 


| they 'con- 
Goh in others: St Cidga 
of the, Thief's evi mu oe Gt- 


neva end with the Pun ſhnent, yet 


the Thief was” concern'd for 
leaſt the repoft of his'Crinies ſhonld 
reach' Holland, which he "took tar 
| to'/prevent” by — 


—_ Z>Q0.0.T22 mp6 4258 & 22350 3. 


-_ 
"C 


(3x 5 
tha-Qouliftory, x whole \favour.and 
io ayer did endeavour. po 


clgming: «gat inſt his for: 
cry didby, his:figh- 


-oweeping; $700; 
rent, mw. 
ER 
J ] $ d; 


Conbftaty,.. 

he up hare to: whom he 

muck ſorrow. for. the: Evils 
which be-had done; iJaying,.t bat be 
did now deteſt and hate-thoſe Sins, 
which bt: bad formerly afted;;; and 
thets be cond. not; now.1mit hour: 
horrar-:4nd:. antazenment: think on: 
thafe Sinsg\«w bick ere 199; More. 
the [nbjact of his Serrew dud: Afi 
Gang) tbancutr thenwere of hin 
Agrth:; ani Paſtinnes:i for tbati 
now 'by- ſow: that'| only Shame. and. 
Confuſion wonld be the Companions: 
Mater; RDyingoala,, 4hp5; the: 
: bei Gar. "0þ, bhem: 
11 into. ancthin 


tally © E 4 world; 


"= & 


, > "T7 Re i 7 TY ,090 © TOO © <6 TS -.*7. 0. - 


"A 
warldy aud there condemn bine td 
$2115 7ufinitely greater thay words 


can expreſs or thoughts ny oy 


Lag your wp pct 10 

that- he Socitty 

bo A :ev]1 Life he 
hd toide- B 17 


at:/Men,; whom 

had pea buy x 

prye tumfſelf: ofi'the.. Coinforts. of | +4 

Life aria ater ae 5 7 
| -no49" to-[gamble up iN #4 

; *and C 


OR ki 
The" Preacher thinking the Thief || 
| tobe as: forrowful-for hisSins as he 


pretended; did-comfort-him-with'the 
Examples of David, Solomon, Ma» 
*3.\Magilalen and others, and -pro- 
' rhiſed to write! iy higbehalf. 10-ais; 
Rather; which he-did, and-fo- praiſed. 
tlre- Thief to his Pwents,” that they 
riot only. pardon! him but alſo" add- 
forty: Growns'te,/ his former 4 
#106 Which: he) ſperids ys Sy 
ay, —_— tho'Wan 


aw wMc._ I” © 


\;.- - Wo 4 
which the Thief hath here given” of- 
of © himſelf be ſufficiently dereſtable; 
yet "ths remaining. ' part .is much, 
worſe : For now every placebecomes 
the Scene- of his Villanies: as he 
confeſſes, ſaying, that inthe Fields 
and Woods be atted the Robber, ms 
the Towns # Citzpurſe and a Thief,: 
that be broke open Honfes,- and by 
force- and deceit © rogk away the: 
Citizens Goods and Monies ; in this. 
kind of Life'he ſaid be lived Six: 
Years -1n the” Company 'of | Knavesy 
ant Har los%. = 

Thus he” paſſed through Hollawd- 
and- Germany, without--any other: 
ſerious refieion but this, that all. 
_ Pleaſures'were tobe ended 'inone- 


P7i- Tt 
"The "Preacher: having / heard the; 
Thiefs' Confeſſion, only ! tells him-. 
that be:'bad been; a great Sinner, 
and that; be did dejerve a double: 
banting,- asnghimn how"be contd: 
vith"'S High: relate the Evils ;- 
bo | | sf 2 which 


(324). 


#hich be haf- done; + and 'whetber 
he' did not fear tbe toſs of bis Soul, 


#br dreadto think where be muſt 
£0 when be 41d dye. | 

Such :2'\ Relation. of Sin in the 
Thief\ ought. to have: occafion'd fo 
much compaſſion:in. the Preacher as 
'to: have: cndeavour'd: to keep"; the 
Thief from ſporting at thoſe Sins, 
which ' unrepented : off,” wHl bring 
h'm' to everlaſting weeping and 
mo! ning. It wo11d have beey pro- 
pe toihave told him that thoſe-Sins 
which had occaſion'd his'Condenme- 
_ ton in this World, -- would alto 

bring him to: a worſe Condemnation 
in'the next World; which would 
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0 Br Mes Lay under- theſe Cir: 
cumſtances daf&dhe vicious, * when 
their. Fairhy ; ther 16 be holy4 
whatvillanies traFwe not expect from 
tho Dodarines,, which teach Men 
" to believe; that God will have them 
to be Sinners; \that-they may'not-rely 
owtheir' (Works: > Whar is this 
But to & Men tH-their wick- 
edneſs 1 To invite: themIito eternal 
Flames, : and as-it were court them to 
be.damned. 
For what carl. ſocenily exctad 
7:Man from Heaven's his being 
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ST im this Life and no harm: 
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of Chriſt neceſſary to Salyation,, and: 

- If Faith -hathi-the priority-inNa- 
ture becauſe it : is .neceſlary. that:b 
ſhould belicye 'the-Chriſtianr: 
oen:-before. 1 can praftiſe it. 
Works are as. effentially neceſ- 
y:a5'Faith can. be, | becauſe it 15 
a much: eyery-ones dnty to Jive { a0- 


to-tho:Goſyel .as itis to. be-; 


cording 

Heve it 3- add 4;lee-'no reaſon; why: 
Men ſhould magnify Faith | above 
good Works, unleſs itibe to teach 
Men to believe as well as to; live: 
Religion/out:of the World, neither 
do 1 believe-that any, thing.is more: 
deſtrudtive toalÞtrue-Picty,/than-40; 
teach; Men, that God doth out of 


his free-Grace without * any £009 


bar. pp rack inane 
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© For if 'the Yrofitsrand Pleafures 
of ' this World, do © and have 'pre- 
wail'd on'fome. Men to commit Sin, 
who did yet believe that" Sin will 
-without'Repentance" damn them'in 
another World': How' much 'tndee 
will : they" &o 'tr:!who have-been 
raught that their Sins 'wil}*do then 
no harm's Had' the Thief been 
taugde to_-believe that -vhoſe 'very 
which occafioird - the boſs'of 
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Zarthſhould:. Jerne by thegr (ot er: 
el Death, : for: the: &e monft ation. 
F#be Glory-: of : God's Divine Aa. 
Joy; than thatt:the kali oulofi's 
Sromuidaitaflontd>ſerkb tn the 
demronft rationdj 'tlit Sononr af all. 
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-” but ret” to an-honeſt 
n- to own it”: 7 It'be at-auee 
mpiobs and firar , becauſe 
pg Men talk - againſt Heaven 

and'their own Intereſt. # 
"Ir 'is (certainly a-preat Sin-to 
think diſk6nourably”of © God,” byt 
«ts muckworſ rs bla | 
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#4 tis Wrath,” who would hot 
except of -his] M unleſs * they 
night injoy ' that their Sins 
together, 


| Notwithſtanding - the Preacher 
+boldly” affirms, that it is 4 thou. 
: ſand tins more juſt, that all tbe 
Creatuves in Heaven: apd Farth 
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'Al{ his other Atttibutes dv'ſ; 
Goodneſs to us, © 60m 
doth power over us ;'\-we 


may with as much comfort + 
up -of «his Prot Is 


well, as fear his Anger when 


| "eta Eel by which it is-manifeſt 


that a Power imited by Promiſes 


--and ;Conditious is vaſtly different 
from a free Power ; _ 


| rence is-u5 great in reſpe&t.of the 
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iiThat can never be for the honour | 
of God which is a diſgrace to Man, 
It is impotible that God ſhould ge- 
lighr «himſelf in the ruine and de- 
frution of his Creatures, or be 
pleasd with the everlaſting Sighs 
and- Tears of thoſe whom he did once 
{much love and honour as to create 
them in his Image, and: Redezm 
theta with the Blood of his Son, it 
is I fay incredible that after ſuch 
kindneſs expreſſed towards Man, 
God ſhould Predeſtinate him to 'be 
wicked an then damn him for being 
ſo, to do this would be ſo wicked 
- and unjuſt, ſo contrary to his Good- 
neis, and fo uncomfortable to be- 
lieve, that I know not which to 
wonder at- moſt; - whether there 
fhould be Met vile enough to- teach 
theſe DoQtrines,- or that any ſhould 
be | ſuch Fools as tor believe - them 
upon - their being taught, -both of 
them ſeeming. to- me equally ' uu- 

reaſonable. £1 
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believe this Dodtrine -of God's re- 
probating for his good pleaſure 
whom he pleaſes, but alſo is become 
ſo extravagant as to aflert that the 
Reprobate themſelves onght not to 
complain of it, but. rather-to give 
God thanks, that by their Death 
they can glorifie his holy Name. 
To this and much more ſpoken 
+ by the Preacher to the fame pur. 
poſe, -the Thief not daring to con. 
tradift the DoArine which - he had 
been taught by the Preacher. An- 
fixers to the Preachers Aﬀertion, by 
a diftinCtion, ' ſaying, that if 42 
Man did only rejpe his - own 
private Good, be had then cauſe to 
complain of the ſeverity of thoſe 
" Decrees by which he'wes condem- 
ned to everlaſting Flames, 'unil 
this be thinks reaſonable -to he. 
lieve, becauſe 1t would be ay ninft 
- the Nature-of Mankind "to give 
thanks for Troubles and Aﬀiitions 
h an 
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and to take eternal Toriients for 
a Favor, or Damnation fer 4 
Bleſſing. Thefe certainly would fit 
too uneaſie - and heavy on thoſe 
who ' ſuffered * them ; _ tro make 
them-ſo far miſtake their Intereſt 
as." to take them for Obligations ; 
no certainly on the contrary, his 
petual 'Torments © would make 
im with horror remember the Ayu- 
thor of his Miſery, rather .than to 
move him to be thankful for the 
kindaeſs' of never dying Calamities. 
Man who was- thns tteated would 
certainly make | imprecath- 
ons againſt the Author of his Mij- 
fery, rather than thank him that he 
was fo far pleaſed to conſult his 
Glory, as to make his Miſery to be 
endleſs, that his- Glory might be 
ſo 'too ; and therefore I cannot but 
imagine that tho' the Thief doth 
acknowledge that for a publick 
good it is beſt for a Man to be 
damned ; yet this Dottrine is ſuf. 
Wt, D.2 ficiently 
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ſhe:ently- contradifted-by the.-reaſon 
of Mankind, -as''\well as" by: the 
woefal. experience of -rhoſe who'ate 
obliged. to fuffer any: great  Cala- 
mity ; and however; this” Dottrine 
is not contr3difted by:the Preacher, 
who doth not+-reprove the {nnrea- 
ſonablenets - of it, but only” rells 
the Thief that :7t was better;for 
him to ſpend bis time in being 
obedient tro God's Word, than it 
the vindication of the Dodtrine of 
Reprobation, whic h he thought be 
had * firmly fixed in bis mind to 
the great neg'ett of the Prattice 
of theſe Duties which through 
his Repentance and Faith in Chriſt 
myarht have prevented \that Re- 
| priMwr ion which 'he\' did "now 
; fear would ſhortly become his 
portion - OF 

Here. the Preacher: forgets 11's 


> former Afertions, ' wherem he "had - 
” *made obedlence "to, God's Laws, 

and Preaching fo - far from being. 
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'to/ all *people : beneficial,” that: he 
- makes it "do- much harm to ttofe 

who | are -Reprobated, ſaying, that 


te 
a | #0 them it proves a Snare, and 
ne | 42. occaſion of their greater Dam- 


r | #4tion; | And [( according t04 the 
= Predcher) It; is: made thus fatal to 
'them, not for. anyfault commit- 

red by them odeſerve to be the Sub- 

'7 jets of 's Fury, but upon the 

| account. 'of.. his Decrees- made; for 
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h a Confatation. 
# | After ſuch Preachmients as theſe | 
, | + :do' not -underfiand> of what uſe ; 
pen ea be, - when Men: have 
- þeen taught that thoſe Ordinances 
of God, which. are . to the Ele& 
» the ways APC means of Salvwation ; 
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a - | ame, Soares, and. the means -af 
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Thief boldly affirm, that they who 
are Keprobated, cannot- obey God, 
believe, nor be juſtified or faved, 
and thas becauſe Gad will” not 
Convert then, | RI 16" 
againſt this B y 
Thief it be objeted  EoIdoth 
frequently make 'cffers vf his Grace 
- all, and 6 
eprobate ; to this 
that God duth offer his.Gract to 
the Reprobate themfelves, #ho* 
zot with an intent 't0 lenefit and 
fave them but with a afar to 
make them the more; unexcnſa- 
ble, that be may puniſh them the 
more .grievonſty ; what i "this. but 
to mike 'God. as very 1a” Hypo- 
ctite as themſeives 2 ONES 
"To this Do@rine, | fo vile! as" it 
is, the- Preacher readily-aſleats,” ſay- 
ing,” *bat Grd did: call ſome An 
Þo am ill Life, in or dex 'to. make 
them: the Subjebls of bis: Antier, 
and the Examplis' iuf dis bury, 
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which ' that they- may” be,” the 
Preacher: ſaith, that God” deprives 
. them of ' the” Power- of hearing 
his word to their-advantage. © 

.. This Anſiver of the-Preacher is 
ſ full ' of - diſcouragement to a 
good Life, that F cannot imagine 
what more ' powerful Argument-the 
Preacher enuld'make uſe of to con- 
, firm the” Thief in a ill Life, then 
thus to run down a good one. 

- This makesme think that as ſome 
Seeds will | not - grow in. ſome. 
Grotinds, -that ſo _a good Life can- 
not. be attain'd by fijch. ines 
as fave been taught by the Preach- | 
er, and believed - by. the Thief. 

' Doftrines which rey on the work 
of Darkneſs as ally as if an 
Emiflary of Darkneſs had-been ſent” 
from"thenee to teach it, Sathan 
and all his Agents being "unable 

-w-dblaſpheme- God,” and Religion 

_ more than the Thief- and Preacher” 
have done. © 


'Tis- 


-* 
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'Tis certainly a very prepeftroils - 
way of enceayeuring to- bring” a 
Man from an evil Lite, by decry- WY -il 
Ing the Berefits of a good One, 
for can any Man fo' much 'as be-  Y 
eve or hepe to bring that Man 
to'a gcod Life: who hath "been 
already taught that it may, prove 
a Snare to him,” and occi his 
4:eper Damnation: ELD0s 

Alafs ! Such Dottrines as theſe 
which make preaching uſeleſs, muſt 
neceſlarily make a good Life 1o too, . 
for why ſhould any "one. delire”to 
tead a*pood Lite, when it may 
 Hecome-a pop tag him when he 
” believes-it nat only nſcieſs, but alſo 
injurious to hin. *. If - ſuch  Do- 
Arines as theſe be hot invitations 
and encouragements to- an evil. Life, 
F know 'yot- what: is © or can be: 
" F' am fire the Thief made this 
- Uſe of them, and did therefore 
fly all Sermons, Exhortations-and I :34 
 gaod Works, 1 he Preacher being -124) 


(8) 


a5 zopd a; rec I the , Thiefs 
Bl; the. other to utter 
it; . 137+ ch now. injoy that Faith, 
4 Why he might live like a Di- 
ul; and. yet. injoy Heaven. 
For. this .is- a Faith by which 
"7 Man may -juſtifie his Sins lo 
God's , Face, as. well as, commit. 
them: in - his Preſence ; for when 
he ſhall be_ brought before the Di- 
vine, Tribunal, and be ask'd why he. 
did; not live. according to God's 
Commandments, he may (according, ,... 
ty. theſe. Men's Principles ) r —Y 
ive av 1. have. 
F. 
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1 -thongbt"t ſe were wer a4 

| wiſe to'cþo0j 4 a \Religionffar me." 

than 1- was for my ſelf 1 ry” ; 

auch done jonr Will 4 6- 

cher re Creatuve, ” aut,-"1-di ha 

brodue ©. have lped accofti 

a: ih, that Ma be of. ho 

mber_ of thoſe bappy Ones, who 

may Y.$orife Jour, Holy. Name by. 
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(n) _ 
my Saluntion, ant thut you will. not 
mognifie your ſelf in my teftyut#i.- 
wn, 1 have 1 confeſs tived 1" 
. 8hoſe Sins to- which actordins to. 
- "your reveaFd will © you "have 
. Phreatned evenlaſting "Torments, 
and according to which 1.can ex- 
ped nothing but your Anger and of 
Indignation ; but yet finre by your 
fecret will you © did determine 1 
Should violate your 'revead will, 
1 hope that my camplyance with 
the latter will cg my vidlati- 
on of the former, 1 did "not it 
i} tare pray, read Sermons, or re. 
cerve the Satraments, becauſe tho? 
I found to have dont theſe Duties 
would have been profitable to me 4ac- 
conding to your revead will, yet 
. believing that atcording toe_your 
ferret will it would be dangerous 
alt dejftrnftive to bave done them, 
* TI Tbewught 1 ſhould do more for 
my own Safety, as well as your 
Clery, Wholly ta avoid all youd 
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monks; and to rely only qn:your - 
Arey for-my Salvation. 

When Men- are - once ſatisfied 
with ſuch a Faith as- this, 1 do- 
not Tee how: they -can, be prevail d 
on to-lead hoty Lives, for 1f-the - 
Calviniftical Notions concerning - 
the Divine  Decrees were: indeed 
true, a good Life would be uſe-- * 
leſs and infigniticatit, and what 6 
worſe troubleſ&ne too, fo- that - 
this-belief doth as it | were- give-- 
Men up te a vicious Life kete, 
againſt which Life- there are fo-» 
many threats in holy Scriptute, that. 
Fam inclin'd to- believe that thoſe-- 
who boaſt moſt- of their Predeſti- | 
nation ; do yet-ſometimes admit of: 
deſponding thoughts about theirz 
Salvation. : 

For however, bold ſome- Men: 
are in ſetting upto different Wills « 
in God, as contrary , to+ ofie” ano-! 
ther as tits Lays ate to their Lives, 
and however ſecure they ſeetn ta be 
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_ In: their vain hopes of being Prede-.F 

tinated to, eternal. Life while they 

are doing. the Deeds af Darkaeis, 
"Ft the reveald Will of God ſpeaks MY --; 
toa, many bitter things againſt-them. 
to. be;comforted” by his hidden Will, 1 
which he now. makes. uſe of, that he- 0 
may: excuſe, his: violat:on af. God's t 
_ reveal'd Will; yet his confidence © 

of his Salvation will not; pre- 
vent his being doom'd to. eternal. WM 0 
DeſtraQtion, for the truth of God. tc 
is.nat var;ed according to the ſenti- F 
rents of Men, and: the _ Thief. and'  C 
" thoſe 6f | his  perſwaſion wit: find I nc 
belicye that 8-bold preſumption of K 
Cr 


Mey, _ no ff2n, of | Elechon; nor 
ajl- Bt Life. any. qualification for, 
- Heaven ; -and The”_the Thief, as 


IC w Ever: CO! [L \s .he..now. I5,. 


| g5t oben Wt | $"V Cs wt & 
En limmon'd before the Di: - 


” 
. 


| I> now fo confident; a.to think that 
-gotwithſtandirg; bis 11] Life, - irwas 
yet more maniteſt. than the: Su It 
Koon "day, that he ought | not. to 
C4 - yet. his confidence. will be 
[eery) IN 
elf. miſcrably. deceived, in 
that his Salvation was founded up- 
an his Ele&ion. 
- The Thief having. by theſe De * 
rines learnt to.,reconcile Heaven. 
to his Sins, and the Deeds of - 
Darkneſs to_the Rewards: of - the: 
Children , of - Light”. is reſalyed 
not. to make-Jhis, Eifſwdiſmal:, by © 
Regraguncs, tho' : he 4had | made 
tis :, Death ' dilonourable - -by his. 
Crimes. 
Thus according: to Calvinjſtical: 
| nothing,.1s necellary._ tos - 
et but. a ſtrong ,opinion 'off: _ - 


"Mi ; jon; - and Joon, in 
Zeus. 
{ That;-thofe who are  Eleftedang: 
6:45 _ yy WY 20s "—Y be- : 


En dont 
ee: 15 inconſiſtent | 
NE. 7 es 


7 XY abſolute | immuta 
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. (88) 
of thoſe to whom --he'-was once-ſo 


' "blood of his Son;. from all the'Evils 
which tliey were ſabjeted-to by 
Adam's Fall, : 
iteftitmable a price as [the blood of 
hs Son, purchaſe our. Redempti- 
an, "and he -ſhould* afterward 
; Without any provocation aſlign us to 
eternal Miſery, is ſo improbable and: 
Þ unjuſt _ ap TORT to the Di. 
q vine Goddne that 1: know .not. 

what cat” be hid worſe of '"the 


doin this may. f tim 

EE 
$1f - Trophies from the ruin 
People, but wap ſuch 72g 


5 ho 1 aj paces ile for: God's" x 
 nilir- as ARE Man's Cot, "and. 
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Kind; as to: . redeem. them w:-th' the 


that he ſhovld by Jo. 
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Life-all thoſe-who Fiz ht minfully 
under his Banners, againſt Sin, the 
'World and. Devil, and it is cer- - 
tain that he. will p oy ook 
hath promiſed;” and will not -dila 
point the Hopes 'of his --P 74 
-nor” doom © them *: to never -dy 
Sighs and" Groans,” for no- other 
interit then to, glorifie his Name 
in their deſttuQtien, for tp do this 
would be centraty to- his Word, 
his © *Fromiſe and: hig:Ogth; and 
mgſt-thereſore be incotifiſtent with 
bis*Goodnels, and - not- to be be- . 
lived ; becauſe it is rieither " 
bable *- nor reaſonable that ' God 
ſhould make ſuch difference between 
upon no-other: 
Motive then-his  ewn- Will, to-dv_ - 
this would be -utguſt in a Man; 


Great God: (Op 
..: For:-fpho- would- not-think- it to: 
beat once both d.ſhonourable and 


beating. | 


(yo} 
and tormenting - ſome - of 


beating 
thoſe. under his Command, only'to 


"thew his Power over them, or 
2s 'as 'bad- that | he might ;endear 
himfelf to his Favorites, who'not- 
withſtanding bis kindneſs” wo them, 
"did'as little deſerve his love ns thoſe 
whom he made the 'miſcrable Sub- 


Jets of his endleſs Fury : | For it 
cannot excule the penny his 


Attings towards them-; _ to 
that their /diſobedience to his: Com- 
mpands had oocafion'd” tas Wrath 
ied, when hinnſelf'; A the 


ralk * the righteous Judge of -at! 
the” Earth,  yet-to do this would be 
To vile: that as bad as the World is, 
F cannot think any Man (were it 
in his power) bad enow' to do It, 
and therefore do deemit diſhonoura- 
ble to God to impute thoſe 'Cru- 
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-AWY . 
move the -Earth”as to go" beyond 
the. length- of. his Chain, neither 
would! it 2nake' the Maſter 4. Jot 
pry ram, 5 0 Mao, tho” ne _ - 
ame engl al by 
all the” fait, / Promiſes imaginable, 


nay} -th&:he' had - fivorn £0: him 


- that he Yid [not defire'| to. ſendihim 
to: the -Gailies, [but ' that -he.had 
much- rather ny he > waz por 
224 ovaa his Farour;- if 
after-all thele” Invitations to-a hohy 
s Lite;” he had: made” 'it icimpoſſible 


make his Maſter tae monde, oma 
+ Aizing/Hypocrite; | and: 1 to 


ther fach proceedings in the Males 
- would do thoaght- much'more 
vrable”:thanthe' imaginary fault 
which be/ threatned/7to! puniſly fo 
* ſevercly/ In the: Servant; nay; at 


. the Sent nents of Mankind; -whe- 
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(93) 
would be 'inconſiftent with the Ma: 
ters Juſtic® and Goodneſs, thus to, 
puniſh ' fanlts of his own: making, 
. which laads me to another: reaſon ;- 
why an abſolute” immutable} and.; 
unconditional Decree is” not. to-be-, 


admitted. And: that 1s YH 
Secondly becauſe fach a Ds! 
would make Religion, uſeleſs. ... ff 


Altho? this hath been in a great; 
meaſure /.proved: in the foregoing ; 
pages,” . yet ; L fbatt further. hew,, 
It, 'by-replying. to ſome © ObjeRtions! 
which many; of. the Co/vinifee— 
cal Party 'do Glory and Triumph 
in,” VIZ; 

Furſt. That all Men do f.much- 
dread -the Wrath- of -God,:and; are, 
ſo afraid:;to . be damned? that theſe) 
abfohite\ Decrees; ape notofo 208: ;; 
ſtrive tooPicty, as-thoſe who Pr 
oye them, : would - -make- t 

orld believe,”- becauſe , (fay: they), 
many its reach this Dolrine iihy,. 
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Mon of the beſt Hives and moſt 'ex- 


; Compliment to their Part 
- thana Tratls) } Anſirer, that tho 
of them who thus live, do not lead 
their-Lives to their Faith, 
| benny; makes their Salvation to de- 
nn oh their Eledtion, which 
F hey to 


be abfohite, now if 
ſhall be "ſaved who are 
' then x good Life is 
__ Tennch cn roo the 
Deere of Heaver, "and: change 
Seritthee wf Death itito the Rewards 
of eternal Life, jt cannot be uſeful, 
_ andif it can, how is the Decree im- 
miitable > And'if a'good Life be in 
no ſenſe neither the: Cauſe yor the 
CHI Man's Salvation, 1t is 
ether uſelets; and if it be'in a- 
ny advantageous” to-onr Salva- 
tion, if then d s' this Dodrine 
© of the Detrees': io that whoſoever 


ok is exanplary for- his "_ 


F 
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not mach better 
_ | 


Secondly, They Obxet that-God 
may. as be is Sovereign Lord: of alt 
the world, diſpoſe of Man as well 
4s of all other Creatures, and 
Things in it, as he pleaſeth. 

To this I Anſwer, that tho' as 
abſolate-Lord, God might diſpoſe 
of us as he pleaſes ; yet fince he is 
Juſt and'Good as well as Onmips- 
tent, and hath' by 'promiſes obliged 
bimfelf to Reward us if we do well, 
we have amore reaſon to hope in his 
Mercy, and to love him for! his: 

A , Goodneſs 


a_w EI or argue ner mg 
. our Happineſs upon the account 
of tis Powe” for tho' as he it3 Om. 


7 


ings which himſelf hath made.- God 


witl not unprovok*t, deprive -any-of 


his Creatures ' of that Happineſs 
wh:ch.he purchaſed for them dy the 
blood of his Son.” How is it poſſi. 
ble for any Man to think that God 
will-:deſtroy- thoſe” Souls: which he 
ſeat his/Son to to fave. ;; which will 


nipatent he can'do what-he' pleaſes, | 
yet-he hath a Will:to &&only that 
which is. Juft, ſo that: == 1,5 of 
thus Hyeetned by his Goodneſs; 'be- 
comes a ſupport, and not'a terror to 
his People, "and | therefore cannot 
tend to the DeſtruQtion of thoſe Be- 


leadme:to another Qbjettion; whieh 1 W 


I'take to-be the--moſt-material that 
- eye 1 heard offered-in_ Vindication 
' of their Decrees, and that - is taken 


and? 
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him the neſt of h 

aQd from thence draws Mong to 
perfivade bimtoamendhis Life, how: 
eaſily ma NE Tinh Rom: Fo 
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